
[image: image1.wmf]®


Nature Reserves and National Parks
# 44, 2004



“Zapovedniki i Natsionalnye Parki” (Nature Reserves and National Parks) 
Bulletin is published by the Biodiversity Conservation Center (BCC) and registered with the Federal Press Committee of the Russian Federation (registration No. 017660 of 05.29.98).

The Russian version of the bulletin is distributed in the former Soviet Union.

Editorial Board:

Nikolai Formozov

Inna Kupriyanova

Viktor Popov

Yevgeny Shvarts

Vsevolod Stepanitsky (deputy editor)

Yuri Vedenin

Svyatoslav Zabelin

Alexey Zimenko (editor-in-chief)

Employees of nature reserves and national parks wishing to receive the bulletin should mail applications to the BCC:

Biodiversity Conservation Center

Ul. Vavilova 41, of. 2

Moscow, 117312 
Tel./fax: (095) 124 7178 
E-mail: izdat@biodiversity.ru 
http://www.biodiversity.ru

http://reserves.biodiversity.ru

Editor of this issue (Russian): Andrei Shcherbakov, Vera Yelpatyevskaya

Copy editor of this issue (English): Andrey Maslov

Translator: Isabelle Hindalov
CONTENTS

CURRENT EVENTS
3Resolution Adopted by a Workshop Held for Representatives of Biosphere Reserves
in the European Part of Russia and Belarus

Resolution Adopted by the Conference on Wild Nature (“Tribune—10”)
4
March for Parks - 2004
5
DECISION-MAKING ISSUES
News Developments in the Legislation on Protected Areas: Analysis and Comments
6
CHARITABLE GRANTS
Overall Results of the 5th US Fish and Wildlife Service Competition
8
Overall Results of the 6th Small Grants Competition for Russian Reserves and National Parks
9
Results of 2003-2004 Small Grants Competition for Russian Biosphere Reserves
9
YOUR BOOKSHELF
Appearances
11
ANNOUNCEMENTS
New Bulletin on Protected Areas in Kazakhstan
12


«CURRENT EVENTS»
RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY A WORKSHOP HELD FOR REPRESENTATIVES 
OF BIOSPHERE RESERVES IN THE EUROPEAN PART OF RUSSIA AND BELARUS
On July 9-12, 2004 a workshop for representatives of Russian (European part) and Belarus biosphere reserves was held at the site of Volzhsko-Kamsky state natural reserve and Raifsky Blessed Virgin monastery. The workshop was organized by the Russian Committee established under the UNESCO “Man and the Biosphere Program (MAB), UNESCO office in Moscow and the government of the Tatarstan Republic with the aid of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of the Tatarstan Republic and the Volzhsko-Kamsky state natural reserve. The workshop was attended by representatives of several biosphere reserves (Astrakhansky, Visimsky, Voronezhsky, Darwinsky, Nerussko-Desnyanskoye Polesye, Nizhegorodskoye Zavolzhye, Oksky, Prioksko-Terrasny, Smolenskoye Poozerye, Ugra, Centralno-Lesnoy, Centralno-Chernozemny and Chernye Zemli) as well as representatives of the Russian MAB UNESCO Committee, the UNESCO office in Moscow, the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources (Department for Protected Areas), the Center on Biodiversity Conservation, the Institute of Sustainable Communities, the Institute of Ecology and Evolution Problems of the Russian Academy of Sciences, the Moscow State University, the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of the Tatarstan Republic (TR), the Raifsky Blessed Virgin monastery, administration of the TR Zelenodolsky region and state natural reserves Bolshaya Kokshaga and Volzhsko-Kamsky.

The workshop focused on the following issues: 

· Biosphere reserves’ experience in the Seville Strategy recommendations implementation and their contribution to the realization of the concept of sustainable development;

· Establishment of the Russian Biosphere Reserves Association and consideration of specific mechanisms for improving cooperation within the framework biosphere reserves network in the European part of the Russian Federation;

· Development of a standard biosphere reserve description for web-site presentation and participation of biosphere reserves in data exchange improvement;

· Preparation of possible joint projects to attract extra-budgetary financing.

Moreover, participants were informed of Volzhsko-Kamsky reserve’s experience and were involved in a series of field excursions. 

In conclusion, participants considered a draft resolution. In the statements made on that draft resolution it was noted that Russian biosphere reserves successfully implement functions imposed on them by the Seville Strategy. The tasks of landscape and biological diversity and cultural heritage preservation have been efficiently addressed within their territories. Adequate scientific research and ecological education has been established. Furthermore, biosphere reserves serve as a a framework for training experts from relevant fields of science. 

At the same time, biosphere reserves do not receive adequate financing from the federal and regional budgets, which impedes successful implementation of target II of the Seville Strategy. Efforts to receive supplementary funds by independent activities do not always produce the expected results. 

In order to increase the Russian biosphere reserves’ efficiency the participants of the workshop recommended:

1) To establish an Association and to elaborate a draft model Charter for biosphere reserves in the European part of Russia (responsible: M. N. Brynskikh, director of Prioksko-Terassny Reserve, and V. P. Novikov, director of Ugra National Park).

2) To authorize the Biosphere Reserves Association: 

a) To proceed with publication of a specialized electronic newsletter and establishment a joint data base;

b) To conduct joint annual conferences for biosphere reserves’ experts, regional administration officials and business representatives;

c) To request regional leaders the Ministry of Natural Resources of the Russian Federation to increase their assistance and financing of biosphere reserves from their budgets.

3) To request the Department for Protected Areas of the Ministry of Natural Resources:

a) To proceed with identification of the legal status of the Russian biosphere reserves;

b) To prepare forms for annual reporting on biosphere reserves taking into account a specific nature of their activities and mainstreaming the main targets of the Seville Strategy;

c) To consider the establishment of an administrative sector to address biosphere reserves’ issues.

4) To request the Biosphere Reserves Coordination Council to negotiate bilateral and multilateral cooperation agreements with regional partners in order to achieve its objectives.

5) To request the Russian MAB UNESCO Committee, UNESCO office in Moscow and the government of the Tatarstan Republic to seek financing required for workshop documentation publication both in Russian and in English.

6) To request the Russian MAB UNESCO Committee and UNESCO office in Moscow to send letters to the governors and Presidential Plenipotentiaries in those regions where biosphere reserves (BR) are located expressing the hope for worldwide support of the BR’s activities.

7) To request UNESCO to support the application of Volshsko-Kamsky state natural reserve for admission to the Worldwide Biosphere Reserves Network.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE ON WILD NATURE (“Tribune—10”)
(Published with abridgements)

The first International Inter-Disciplinary Conference on Wild Nature (“Tribune—10”) took place in Kiev on April 24-26, 2004. It was organized by the Kiev Ecological and Cultural Center, the Ukrainian Coalition for Wild Nature and the Coordination and Information Center of the International Social and Ecological Union (ISEU) assisted by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. The conference was held in commemoration of the 15th anniversary of the Kiev Ecological and Cultural Center.

The conference was attended by 45 participants representing NGOs, scientific organizations, universities, as well as Ukrainian, Belarus and Polish reserves and national parks. 

To improve protection of conserved wildlife areas, the participants decided:

1. To take into account that further elaboration of conceptual, social, religious, ecological, economic, cultural and other grounds and arguments for wildlife conservation has the same significance as promotion of internal and non-material values of nature.

2. To draw the attention of environmental community of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) to the urgency of making an inventory of wildlife areas (practically intact forests, virgin steppes, bogs, wild rivers, mountain regions, tundra, deserts, etc.) in order to put them under protection.

3. To request teachers to use in their environmental protection lessons the notion of “nature’s rights” and to make wider use of mythological and poetic perceptions of nature based on lyrics, paintings, philosophy, religion, music, folk tradition etc. 

4. To consider that wildlife areas on the CIS territory are to be preserved as protected areas or as territories with soft land use. 

5. To encourage countries and regions deprived of wilderness but benefiting from the fruits and values of other countries or regions’ wildlife to compensate them for their nature conservation activities.

6. To support the ecosystem principle of equivalence and equal rights of all living things and with that in mind to make sure that wild nature is allotted half of the Earth’s territory and aquatic area as academician A. D. Sakharov had proposed. To make a call for further elaboration of scientific criteria for allotment of territory to the wildlife.

7. To support the initiative of the Kiev Ecological and Cultural Center and the Ukrainian State Service on the elaboration of conservation philosophy in the Ukraine and to ensure legislative recognition of new categories of protected areas, such as “wild nature reserve” and “wild untamed rivers”, and to establish a State register of wildlife territories in the Ukraine. To recommend to elaborate a similar conservation philosophy and to introduce similar amendments into other CIS states’ laws on protected areas.

8. To support the initiative on Belarus birds protection taken by a national Belarus organization and to introduce an optional course on Belarus wildlife in secondary schools’ curriculum.

9. To support the ISEU Forest Campaign initiative to organize a worldwide movement for forest recovery.

10. To support the initiative of the Kiev Ecological and Cultural Center and the Ukraine Coalition “For the Wildlife” to hold regular international inter-disciplinary conferences on wildlife within the CIS.

11. To support the activities of the Forest Club formed by Russian NGOs in making an inventory of Russia’s virtually intact forest tracts and to recommend this practice to be used in other CIS states.

12. To address the leaders of international congresses on nature protection with a request to establish ties with the CIS environmental organizations that protect and make inventories of wildlife.

13. To request the CIS environmental organizations to consider convening an international conference on nature and wildlife in the CIS states.

14. To propose interaction with the CIS mass media for elaborating the language and technology for advocacy of radical environmental ideology.

15. To address the CIS leaders with an appeal to institutionalize biosphere reserves and to introduce corresponding changes in their legislation.

16. To introduce as a matter of urgency educational requirements for protected natural areas officials.

17. To develop as a matter of urgency international inter-disciplinary humanitarian and ecological projects (publications, training workshops on specific topics etc.) in ecological education and training.

18. To renounce the plans of the Ukrainian Ministry of Transport (Minister H. Kirpa) to build a navigable channel through the Danube biosphere reserve.

19. To renounce the proposed adjustment of the borders of regional landscape park “Granitno-Stepnoye Pobushye” designed to withdraw several acres of its total area.

April 26, 2004, Kiev 

MARCH FOR PARKS - 2004

This year the worlwide environmental protection action “March for Parks” celebrated its tenth anniversary under the slogan “Natural territories are the source of fresh water”. This action involved Russian and the CIS natural reserves and national parks, children and environmental organizations, as well as regional administration officials. The action resulted in multiple meetings, workshops, round tables, public lessons and exhibitions all held in a friendly atmosphere. During the action volunteers removed household wastes in big quantities from the protected areas. Many natural reserves and national parks in their endeavors received financial assistance from sponsors. During the preparation stage and the action itself, many of these reserves and parks expediently sent reports on their undertakings by e-mail. They were placed on Biodiversity Conservation Center’s web site. Particularly active role in the implementation of activities during the March for Parks and preparation of reports took Yugansky reserve. 

This year saw the beginning a new competition for children’s stories on the topic “The river of my childhood” in the context of the March for Parks. Children’s stories and fairy tales about their favorite river have been published in magazines “Svirel”, “Svirelka” and “Lazur”. The results of another children’s competition, “The world protects nature” were demonstrated at the first art exhibition opened this year in the Timiryazev’s museum. In the near future the outcome of the March for Parks action will be reviewed and winners will be announced.
«DECISION MAKING ISSUES»

NEWS DEVELOPMENTS IN THE LEGISLATION ON PROTECTED AREAS: ANALYSIS AND COMMENTS 
(Published with abridgements)
On January 1, 2005 the RF Federal Law no. 122-FZ of August 22, 2004 will come into effect entitled “On introducing changes in the legislative acts of the Russian Federation and nullification of certain legislative acts of the Russian Federation as a result of adoption of federal laws “On introducing changes and amendments in the Federal law”, “On general principles of legislative (representative) and executive bodies establishment in the entities of the Russian Federation” and “On general principles of local government bodies establishment in the Russian Federation”.

For experts in territorial environmental protection the following developments are of particular significance: 

……

In respect of state natural reserves, national parks, state natural zakazniks and monuments of nature organization and functioning 

It is established that:

· state natural reserves, national parks, state natural zakazniks and monuments of nature of federal significance shall be established by the decrees of the Russian government in accordance with the perception of environmental issues by federal executive bodies (in the past it was necessary to obtain approval of the authorities of federal entities);

· regulations on state natural zakazniks of federal significance shall not require approval of executive bodies in the entities of the Federation;

· decisions on the statutes of state natural reserves’ protected zones shall be taken and approved by the RF Government (earlier this was the responsibility of the executive bodies of federal entities);

· the statute of national parks shall to be approved by the RF Government (earlier this was the competence of the authority with jurisdiction over such national parks);

· social and economic activities of managing units and projects on settlements development within the territories of national parks and their protected zones shall be coordinated directly with the federal executive environmental bodies rather than with national parks themselves (which was the case before).

In doing so the following conditions shall be taken into account:

1. With the abolition of the requirement to have consent expressly given by executive bodies of the federal entities for establishing new (as well as expanding the existing) reserves, national parks, federal zakazniks and nature monuments of federal significance, it might appear that of now all decisions would be taken without regional authorities involvement which would simplify the decision making process. However, this is not the true. The point is that para. d, part 1, of article 72 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation which provides that protected areas shall be under joint jurisdiction of the Federation and its entities, remains in force. According to part 56 in the Regulations of the RF Government (approved by RF Government decree no. 260 of June 01, 2004) governmental draft laws on the issues of joint jurisdiction of the Russian Federation and its entities shall be subject to approval by executive bodies of the Federation entities before they are submitted to the Government. The proposals by executive bodies of the Federation entities in respect of such draft laws shall be subject to mandatory examination by the RF Government. 

2. Transfer of authority in respect of protected areas establishment to the RF Government will undoubtedly complicate the establishment process considerably in itself because of elementary official circumlocution (and at the moment more than 40% of reserves do not have protected zones at all). These considerations make the issue of territorial expansion of some already existing protected areas particularly complicated and requires introduction of changes and amendments to relevant regulations on them. In addition, it should be mentioned that owing to a paradox logic (or an obvious incompetence) of the authors of law no. 122-FZ (Federal legislation):

· from the text of the Federal Law  on Protected Areas it is unclear who is specifically in charge of approving regulations on protected areas of the reserves;

· the procedure of national parks’ protected areas establishment has remained unchanged; it is in the competence of executive bodies of Federal entities.

3. While the procedure national parks regulation approval has changed, the provisions of state natural reserves and state natural zakazniks of federal significance regulations approval have remained intact (they are still subject to approval by relevant ministries and departments). Here we have well-documented evidence that this change is in no way justified or reasonable. At the same time this new development will undoubtedly complicate and delay preparation and approval of national parks regulations. Currently, according to item 5.2.38 of the Regulation on the Ministry of Natural Recourses (MNR) of the RF (approved by RF Government Decree no. 370 of July 22, 2004), national parks regulations are to be approved by this Ministry. It is obvious that the law has no retroactive force and those national parks that have their regulations approved by the MNR will not need new approval after January 1, 2005. However (as of October 15, 2004) there are 29 such national parks from the total of 35 with 6 national parks (Alanya, Alkhanay, Pribaykalsky, Pripyzhminskie bory, Tunkinsky, and Shorsky) lacking the approved regulations required. The prepared draft laws (in electronic form as well) were submitted to the Department of State Environmental Policy of the MNR on August 26, 2004, and the Ministry had enough time to approve these regulations until the end of 2004. Otherwise, the above listed national parks could have faced serious problems since the beginning of 2005.

V. B. Stepanitsky, 
independent expert,
honored ecologist of the Russian Federation

«CHARITABLE GRANTS»
OVERALL RESULTS OF THE 5th US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE COMPETITION

The US Fish and Wildlife Service announce the results of the 5th Competition on cooperation with Russian protected areas. We have received 80 applications from which 74 have met the participating requirements; they have been admitted for further participation in the Competition and subsequent examination to be held in Moscow by a committee of five persons. Thereafter 60 applications have been transmitted from Moscow for examination by a counterpart committee in Washington, D.C. Following a result-based analysis by an independent team, a list have been made of those candidates who have received the highest marks by both committees (the Moscow committee’s opinion had a factor of 2/3, that of its Washington counterpart — 1/3). The grant sum amounts to about US $ 7,300. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service congratulates the winners and commends all Competition participants.

Russian protected areas play a crucial role in conservation of our planets’ biodiversity. The American partners highly appreciate cooperation with Russia in protecting Russian natural resources for the sake of this and future generations.
The list of 2004 Competition winners

Reserves

1) Altaysky — $ 7,500 (boat, engine, radio stations, GPS, uniforms)

2) Astrakhansky — $ 7,282 (engine, video cameras, radio stations, accessories) 

3) Baykalsky — $ 7,500 (boat engines)

4) Bashkirsky — $ 7,500 (building materials, furniture, equipment, spare parts) 

5) Belogorye — $ 7,500 (tractor trailers)

6) Bogdinsko-Baskunchaksky — $ 7,265 (computer, copier, printer, scanner)

7) Vitimsky — $ 7,500 (radio stations, antenna, converter, receiver)

8) Volshsko-Kamsky — $ 6,840 (computer, scanner, video camera)

9) Dalnevostochny morskoy (Far East Marine) — $ 7,300 (outboard boat engine)

10) Daursky — $ 7,011 (car, computer, printer)

11) Deneshkin Kamen — $ 7,375 (field uniforms, radio telephones, accessories) 

12) Kalushskie zaseki — $ 7,500 (car, radio stations, antennas, accessories)

13) Kandalakshsky — $ 7,420 (life jackets, boots)

14) Kershensky — $ 7,500 (computer, video camera, pamphlet printing)

15) Komandorsky (Commander Islands) — $ 6,975 (radio stations, generator, transportation and field expenses)

16) Kuznetsky-Alatau — $ 7,400 (snowmobiles, boat, engine)

17) Lazovsky — $ 7,492 (field uniforms)

18) Nenetsky — $ 7,000 (boat, engine, radio station)

19) Nurgush — $ 6,950 (snowmobiles, boats, engines, equipment, uniforms)

20) Ostrov Vrangelya (Vrangel Island) — $ 7,486 (solar electric power station, and equipment) 

21) Pechoro-Ilychsky — $ 7,500 (computer, satellite telephones, boats, engines)

22) Pineshsky — $ 7,409 (snowmobile, satellite communication equipment) 

23) Polistovsky — $ 7,500 (stationary and mobile radio communication equipment)

24) Privolshskaya lesostep (forest steppe) — 7,500 $ (car, installation of telephones, publications) 

25) Rdeysky — $ 7,500 (car, registration)

26) Sayano-Shushensky — $ 7,455 (construction, building materials, electric power station)

27) Severo-Osetinsky — $ 7,500 (computers, horses, equipment, spare parts) 

28) Sichote-Alinsky — $ 5,973 (teaching and excursion paths)

29) Khakassky — $ 7,500 (snowmobile, boat, engine, equipment)

30) Khankaysky — $ 7,500 (computer, video camera, equipment)

31) Khingansky — $ 7,500 (cordons, equipment)

32) Central-Sibirsky — $ 6,420 (radio equipment, antennas)

National Parks

1) Zabaykalsky — $ 7,000 (boat, engine)

2) Paanayarvi — $ 7,280 (wind power farm, radio stations)

3) Russky Sever (Russian North) — $ 7,493 (boat, engine, hydro clothing, equipment)

4) Samarskaya Luka — $ 7,461 (computer, monitor, stands)

5) Sebeshsky — $ 7,200 (boat, engine, video camera)

6) Taganay — $ 7,000 (indicators, stands)

7) Tunkinsky — $ 7,500 (uniforms)
8) Ugra — $ 7,154 (laptop, printer, photo camera, accessories, GPS)
OVERALL RESULTS OF THE 6th SMALL GRANTS COMPETITION FOR RUSSIAN RESERVES AND NATIONAL PARKS

On April 28, 2004 the 6th small grants competition for Russian reserves and national parks was held. This annual competition, which has been previously conducted by the National Parks Foundation, is currently organized within the framework of the WWF Project on Russian Reserves and National Parks. 

More than 60 applications by Russian reserves and national parks were submitted for the competition. The main competition nominations were as follows: “Protection of reserves and national parks’ territories”, “Ecological education”, “Ecological tourism development”. All applications submitted were examined by an expert committee consisting of leading Russian conservation experts. At the end of the competition 7 applications were approved:

· Baikalsky biosphere reserve; project “Ethnos town on Baikal shore”;

· Bogdinsko-Baskunchaksky reserve; project “Equipment purchase for the protection of the reserve’s territory”;

· Dzherginsky reserve; project “Wild nature”;

· Pinezhsky reserve; project “The Rdeysky reserve anniversary or continuation of the plastic epic”;

· Kenozersky national park; project “Craft circle” — revival of Kenozersk fairs and pottery;

· Samarskaya Luka national park; project “Spreading successful practical experience in ‘Friends of the reserve islands’ network development and local residents involvement in public support of protected areas’ activities”.
RESULTS OF 2003-2004 SMALL GRANTS COMPETITION FOR RUSSIAN BIOSPHERE RESERVES 

The small grants competition for Russian biosphere reserves in 2003-2004 was conducted with the support of the Institute for Sustainable Communities (ROLL Program), UNESCO office in Moscow, the Russian Committee on “The Man and the Biosphere” Program and the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 

In the first round the following projects were rewarded:

1) Organization of biosphere areas and establishment of regional protected areas’ network in the transitional zone of Sayano-Shushenky reserve — $ 7,500.

2) Establishment and development of transitional zones in biosphere reserve Chernye Zemli — $ 6,945.

3) Biodiversity conservation in the Altai Republic following the example of the transitional zone of Katunsky biosphere reserve (non-profit partnership “Club of Katunsky reserve friends”) — $ 7,500.

4) Development of transitional areas in Astrakhansky biosphere reserve; a practical way of introducing the Seville Strategy principles — $ 7,500.

5) Establishment of ecological and educational advocacy centers (ecological centers) on the basis of school forestry (Kerzhensky reserve) — $ 7,480.

In the second round grants were awarded to the following projects:

1) Development of sustainable nature use pattern in the transitional zone territory of Dalnevostochny Morskoy (Far East Marine) biosphere reserve — $ 11,500.

2) Sustainable forest management in the transitional zone of biosphere reserve Nishegorodskoye Zavolshye (company APK Lesnoy) — $ 8,000.

3) Cooperation as the precondition for the sustainable development of the area (national park Ugra) — $ 8,000.

4) Establishment of a system for protecting biosphere reserve territory from steppe fires (biosphere reserve “Chernye Zemli”) — $ 6,945.

«YOUR BOOKSHELF»

APPEARANCES
Key botanic territories of Northern Eurasia: Compendium of articles. Moscow, publishing house of the World Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN), Office for Russia and the CIS, 2004 — Issue 1. — 75 pages. 

The compendium contains articles on the issues of identification of the most valuable - from a botanical point of view – zones and conservation thereof: Important Plant Areas in Belarus, Russia and Ukraine, as well as some informational and survey materials. 

The edition is designed for officials and experts in the theory and practice of biodiversity conservation and in the territorial protection of natural systems. 

This brochure is disseminated by the IUCN Office:
G. A. Pronkina,
IUCN Office for Russia and CIS
17, Marshal Vasilevsky St.
123182, Moscow
Russia 

Tel.: +7-095-190-46-55, 190-70-77;
Fax: +7-095-490-58-18.
E-mail: info@iucn.ru or pronkins@iucn.ru

Nature and reserve foundation of the Ryazan oblast / Compilers M. V. Kazakova, N. A. Sobolev. Ryazan. Russkoye slovo, 2004. — 419 pages.

This book is the third, final volume of the Ryazan oblast Red data book. The publication summarizes information on all specially protected natural areas in the region and on the Ramsar sites, water protection zones of rivers and other water basins as well as some other zones in the form of detailed studies. The studies content generally complies with the “Standard form for statistical documentation on protected areas”. Each study is furnished with a road map, there are also rode maps which show the location of the protected nature areas in separate administrative regions in the Oblast. There are numerous photographs on colored insets.

The book is designed for experts in nature protection, farm, forest and hunting industry workers, biologists, geographers, teachers, students and experts of local lore. 
Contemporary condition of the biodiversity in Russian reserve territories. Moscow, published by: World Union for Conservation of Nature, Ministry of Natural Resources of the RF and Russian Academy of Science Committee on biodiversity conservation, 2003. 2nd issue. Vascular plants (In two volumes). Yu. D. Nukhimovskaya, I. A. Gubanov, L. S. Isayeva-Petrova, G. A. Pronkina. 783 p. 1st issue. Vertebrates. E. D. Vasilyeva, T. M. Korneeva, V. F. Orlova, I. Ya. Pavlinov, M. S. Stishov. 258 p.

This publication contains summaries on the species of plants and animals present in the territories of the most of Russian reserves (for vascular plants - in the territories of 88 of them). The materials are presented in the form of tables preceded by brief analytical articles. 

This book is designed for officials and experts in biological diversity studies and protection and conservation activities.

Reserves, national parks and natural parks’ officials can apply by proxy to the IUCN Office in Moscow for a free copy of this edition.
Adress:

IUCN Office for Russia and CIS
17, Marshal Vasilevsky St.
123182, Moscow
Russia 

Tel.: +7-095-190-46-55, 190-70-77;
Fax: +7-095-490-58-18.
E-mail: info@iucn.ru
«ANNOUNCEMENTS»

NEW BULLETIN ON PROTECTED AREAS IN KAZAKHSTAN
In the context of the project on the improvement of protected areas information systems for efficient biodiversity conservation the first issue of ecological bulletin “Zhemchuzhiny Kazakhstana” (Pearls of Kazakhstan) was released. The project is implemented by the Forestry and Hunting Committee of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the UN Development Program together with the Ecological Press Center. 

The bulletin will be a monthly edition and will contain information on protected areas and biodiversity conservation legislation, environmental protection developments, Red data book on fauna and flora species, ecological tourism in the protected areas and the prospects of protected areas network development, grant programs and events related to biodiversity conservation.

If you would like to place your information in the bulletin or if you have any questions and suggestions, please, do not hesitate to contact us and to send your materials.

Also, visit our new web site devoted to protected areas in Kazakhstan and created in the context of our project: www.caresd.net/oopt. Information on the site is constantly updated and new information added. Your comments and suggestions are welcome.

If you are interested in receiving the bulletin, please, contact its editor, Zarina Babakhanova, e-mail: zarina@ecopress.lorton.com
Our address:

UNDP Kazakhstan
Ul. Tole bi 67
Almaty 480091
Kazakhstan

Phone: +7-3272-58 26 43
Fax: +7-3272-58 26 45

E-mail: ilyas.sarybekov@undp.org
Web site: http://www.caresd.net
Project Implementation Group
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